Make your home
The

SOLUTION
TO STORMWATER

POLLUTION! ¢

A homeouner's guide to healthy
habits for clean water




s stormwiater flows over driveways,

lswns, and sidewalks, it picks

up debds, chemicals, dirt,
and other pollumniz. Stormwater
can flow into a storm sewer
system of directly to a lake,
stream, river, wetland, or coaseal
water. Anything thae enters a
storm sewer system is discharged
untreated into the waterbodies
we use for swimming, fishing, and

munoff is the nadon's greatest threat tu

providing drinkmg water. Polluted
clean watet

-
|

By pracricing healthy household habics, homeowners cun keep commaon
pollucants like pesticides, por waste, prass clippings, and automodve fluids off
the pround and oot of stormwares Adopt these healthy howsehold habics and
help protect lakes, streams, rivers, wetands, und coascal warters. Remember
o share the habits wich your neighbors!



Healthy Household Habits for Clean Water

Vehicke and Carage

® sz @ commmercial car wash or wash yoar car oo Ehﬂmﬂhﬁﬁ
the amoumt of dirty, soapy water flowing into the storm drain ond eventodly oo pour Jocal

*  Check your car, boat, motorcpcle, smd other machinery
possible. Clean up spilled fhads withan absorbent muteral
Tike kitty itter or s, and don't rinse the spills into
nesrhy storm dmime. Remember o properdy dispose of the
ahsorhent maierial

* Recyde used il and ocher nutomotve floids as
participating service stutions. Don't dump these
chemicals down the sorm dran o dispose of them m
your tash.

Lawn and Cardem

s Use pesticides and fertilizers sparngly. When use is
amounts. Awid application if the forecast calls for rain;

Stremmm.

ressiant. Native plants requine lew wates, fertilizer, and pesticides

waste when posahle:



Home Repair and Improvement

Clean paint brashes i 2 sink, not oatdooes: Flter

and protect them from debrs and other magerils.

Sweep up and properly dispose of constraction debris such

2= ooncrete and oortar

Use harardous substapces ke paints, solvents, and
cleaners in the smallest smounts possible, and
fllow the dirsction on the label, Clean up spills
mmediately, and dipoee of the waste siely Sone
substances propery 1o wvoid keks and spills

Properly dspose of exces paints through o househald
hermardins waste collection program, or domste wmsed
paint to ool organization,

Reduce the amount of paved ares and incresse the amoont of

vegetated aren in war yand Un: mhw.-p]:mbm vour landscaping

downspouts sy o paved surfuces onto lawrs and other mensares o Dereass



Pet Care
* When walking your pet, remember to pick up the waste and dispose of it property. Flushing pet
waste is the hest disposal method. Leaving pet waste om the ground moreases public health risks
by allowing harmbul bncteria and notrients to washinto the storm drain and eventualy into Jocal
waterhodies.
Swimming Pool and Spa
*  Drmin yoor ssmnmmg peol only when a test kbt does not detect chloome levels.

* Whenever possible, dmin your pool or spa into the sanstary sewer system,

*  Properly store peol and spa chemacals to prevent lesks and spills, prefembly m o covered area
.n'l.'-uﬂmmm
Septic System Use and Maintenance

* Have yoar septic system mspected by a professional at lenst svery 3 yesrs, and bave the septic
tank pumped as necessary (ienmlly every § to 5 yeum).

* Care for the sepitic pystem drainfield by not driving or parking vehides onit. Plant only grass
oiverand near the dminfield o avod damage from oot

*  Flush responsibly. Plushing bousehold chemicnks hke puint, pestiade, oil; and snsfreesecan

Storm drains connect to waterbodies!



Remember: Only rain down the drain!
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