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MILL BRIDGE UPDATE
The Township continues to receive numerous phone calls about the status of Mill Bridge since its closure nearly four months ago.  The main question everyone is asking is how long the bridge is going to be closed.  The Upper Allen Township=s best estimate is that the bridge will be closed for at least 6 to 8 months, maybe as long as one year.  

Since the bridge goes over a Pennsylvania protected stream, approval to enter the stream must first be obtained from the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and the Corps of Engineers.  The bridge must also be evaluated to determine if it is structurally capable of being repaired.  If not, the bridge may have to be completely replaced with a new one - or two-lane bridge.  This will require a structural engineering firm to design a new bridge and submit the drawings through DEP and the Corps of Engineers for approval before construction can begin.  If Upper Allen Township uses Liquid Fuels money, the bridge must be designed and built to PennDOT standards, which will require a new 22-24 foot wide bridge.

Then there is also the issue of cost.  If the bridge can be rebuilt, Upper Allen Township must come up with several hundred thousand dollars for the design and repairs to the bridge.  If the bridge must be replaced, the costs can go as high as $350,000. to $400,000.  The Township will have to set aside money in the 2006 Budget for the project.

The Upper Allen Township has partnered with Messiah College to identify alternative funding sources to repair or replace the bridge.  Unfortunately, the process to obtain state or federal funding is not immediate.  The Board of Commissioners appreciates the support of Messiah College for their assistance in finding alternative sources of funding for this project.  The Upper Allen Township staff and Messiah College met in June to begin the application process for state funding. 

The Board of Commissioners also hired an engineering firm to look at several alternatives for the bridge.  The first option, as previously mentioned, is to repair the existing bridge, if possible.  A second option is to replace the bridge with a new one-lane bridge.  The third option is to construct a new two-lane bridge to PennDOT standards.  The report will also include the costs associated with each option. 

The Board of Commissioners understands the concern of the residents from Upper Allen and the surrounding communities and is doing everything to look at possible funding sources and expedite the evaluation process.  For further updates, please visit the Upper Allen Township=s website: http://twp.upper-allen.pa.us
_______________________________________

www.monaghantownship.com 

We now have our own web site up and running.  We have information pertaining the zoning regulations, ordinances, tax information, refuse, recycling forms and other useful .
___________________________________________

               2005 Meeting Schedule    
                       Board of Supervisors

                Meet the 2nd Monday of each Month

                        Planning Commission

                 Meet the 4th Monday of each Month

                        Zoning Hearing Board

   Meet the 3rd Monday of each Month as necessary                         All meetings start at 7:00 p.m.
Additional meetings may be scheduled at the call of the Chair of the respective Boards or Commissions.  Residents should watch for advertisements in the Legal section of the Patriot News, or Dillsburg Banner or check the outdoor Bulletin Board located at the Township office. TOWNSHIP EMPLOYEE GIVE POLICE 24 TOMMY MOOSE
A presentation was made to the Carroll Township Police Department at the regular meeting of the Monaghan Township Board of Supervisors held Monday, September 12, 2005.

Robert and Joanne Pratt donated 24 stuffed moose toys to the police department to be used for young children in crises situations.  The ATommy Moose@ is a community service program initiated by the Loyal Order of Moose in Mooseheart, Illinois. 

The toys were presented in recognition and appreciation for the work the Carroll Township Police do for the children of the Northern York County community.  They purchased the toys in honor of their grand-daughter Hayley Clay of Dillsburg who was a participant in the DARE program provided by the Carroll Township Police at the Northern Middle School.
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Robert and Joanne are life-members of the Loyal Order of Moose.  Robert is a member of Middletown Lodge Family Center #410 and Joanne is a member of Elizabethtown Women of The Moose Chapter #710.  Robert is retired and works part-time for Auto Sun Roof in Mechanicsburg. Joanne is retired civilian from the Naval Support Activities in Mechanicsburg and works part-time in the office of Monaghan Township.  They are residents of Upper Allen Township.

MONAGHAN TOWNSHIP VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2005
Fire Chief - Andrew Gibb                         

www.monaghantwpfireco.8m.com
October 2            Hog Maw Dinner

Sun                      11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

November 6        Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner

Sun                      11:00 AM - 2:00 

December 4         Roast Beef Dinner

Sun                       11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

December 17        Santa @ the Firehouse

BINGO every Tuesday night at 6:45 p.m. except for special occasions. 

The Fire Hall is available for your banquets, parties and events.  Call 697-8012 for rental information and reservations.
__________________________________________
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REPLACE OLD  DETECTOR BATTERIES
__________________________________________

SNOW AND ICE REMOVAL
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The Monaghan Township Road Crew is already preparing for the winter=s ice and snow removal.  We have approximately 28.21 miles of Township highways to plow and cinder.  We ask for your cooperation in removing all vehicles off the roadway and into driveways where possible.  This will help the crews in plowing the snow more quickly and safely.  

___________________________________________
TIME TO VOTE
All residents of Monaghan Township vote at the Monaghan Township Fire Company.
November 8th is Election Day.

Don=t Forget to Vote
TRICK OR TREAT  
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The Board of Supervisors have designated Monday, October 31, 2005 as traditional Halloween night.  The time is from 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Please use good judgement and have a safe and fun time.
______________________________

TOWNSHIP BURNING

REGULATIONS
     As a reminder please call if you plan to  burn leaves this fall. Residents are reminded that when burning limbs and leaves, Township regulations must be followed.

     Procedures for burning are found in Monaghan Township Ordinance No. 41 of 1994.

  Notification must be given to York County Control two hours prior to starting an uncontained fire.  Call toll free 1-800-427-8347 and ask for the Fire Dispatcher.  Report that you will be conducting a controlled burn.  The fire dispatcher must also be notified when the fire is extinguished.  All uncontained fires must be attended by a responsible adult at all times.

  Burning of plastics, byproducts of manufacturing and processing operations, wastes from commercial operations and/or any substance determined by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or the United States Environmental Protection Agency to be a hazardous substance is strictly prohibited at all times.  In addition, no burning is permitted which would violate the Air Pollution Control Act or other legislation of the Commonwealth or other competent government body.

     Burning may be banned by the Board.  Bans are usually imposed due to drought conditions.

__________________________________________
MISSION
The township=s goal is to keep the community informed and well aware of what is happening in our thriving township through the newsletter.

We invite you to call the office (717-697-2132) with your comments and questions. Also visit our web page at

 www.monaghantownship.com
KEEP YOUR FAMILY SAFE

Children=s energy, curiosity, and creativity seem to skyrocket everyday.  However, this curiosity may cause trouble when kids encounter household items that can be dangerous, such as alcohol and medicine that can make them sick, or matches and old electrical cords that can cause fires.  Many of the same skills you teach children when it comes to saying no to drugs and alcohol and being on the lookout for dangerous situations can be used to teach kids about fire safety. 

The Problem.  Unfortunately, children of all ages start 100,000 fires annually. Over 30 percent of fires that kill children are set by children playing with fire and two-thirds of those start in the bedroom by children playing with matches and lighters.  However, you can help make your bedrooms and entire home safer by making sure your family is fire-conscious and aware.

What Parents Can Do.  Parents play a critical role in making sure their families and children are safe from home fires. 

1 - Educate your children about fire-safety.  Make sure your children know that fire can be dangerous.  Teach them to recognize potential hazards.  Most importantly, teach them to NEVER play with matches and lighters and explain to them why.
2 - Remove potential hazards.  Don=t leave matches, lighters or cigarettes lying around.  Remove old electrical cords and plug up unused electrical sockets. Keep clothes, drapes, bedding and other flammables away from candles, lamps, space heaters and stoves.  Tell children not to play or leave toys near the oven or stove-top.

3 - Think like a kid.  In fact, bend down or crawl around on the ground if you must - see what may catch a child=s eye.  

4 - Have the right tools.  Smoke alarms save lives! See
that all smoke detectors in your home are working properly and always remember to change the batteries. Make sure you have at least one on each floor, especially in or directly outside bedrooms.

5 - Make an escape plan and share it.  Choose a special meeting place for your family in case a fire starts and teach them to immediately get out and stay out. PRACTICE and get the whole family involved. 

6 - Lead by example.  Show your children that fire is a tool, not a toy.  They will listen.  Always remember that education can save your child=s life.
Monaghan Township Office, 202 S. York Road, Dillsburg, Pa. 17019 

Open 10AM until 5 PM   e-mail: monaghantownship@adelphia.net
(717)697-2132 FAX   (717) 795-0604

Board of Supervisors: 

Charles W.  Junkins, Chairman

Edward Hartman, Vice-Chairman

Linden Shoffner, Supervisor

Planning Commission

           John Whitehouse, Chairman

Harold R. Coover
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Vi Nissly

Chris Hoover

Zoning Hearing Board

Patricia Devlin

G. Thomas Miller

Brad Bock
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Emergency Management Coordinator Sandra Zettle

Administration

Linda Altland, Secretary/Treasurer

David Harris, Zoning, BCO Officer

Jody Pratt, Administrative Assistant

Tax Collector Charles Douglas Hoffman

Auditors  William Billett, C. L. Sterner

Road/Highway Department 

Road Foreman Steven Wirfel

Road Crew  Gary Zook, Robert Romito 

Police Chief

John Francis, Carroll Township Police Dept.

Sewage Enforcement Officer

Brian McFeaters, S.E.O. Light-Heigel 

Township Solicitor

Dave Lenox, Esq. The Wiley Group

Township Engineer

 Greg Rogalski, Pennoni Asso.

