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SUMMER FUN
 Well, here it is summer, and Aswimming pool season.@  I have received a number of calls recently concerning the installation of swimming pools and the permit / ordinance issues which must be applied.

In Monaghan Township, we identify swimming pools in one of three categories; they are:

In-ground,

Above-ground permanent, and

Above-ground temporary (inflatable or rigid plastic).
First, let=s look at the question of PERMITS.  All in-ground pools, and all above-ground permanent (rigid construction walls) with a potential water depth of more than twenty four inches (24"), are required to have a Building Permit and be constructed (and inspected) in compliance with the Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code (UCC).

It has been determined that, in Monaghan Township, permits will not be required for temporary (inflatable or rigid plastic) pools which may be emptied and/or moved on a periodic basis, and which will not remain in place during climate inappropriate for outdoor swimming activities.

However, the fact that the Township does not require permits in this instance does not eliminate the potential liability that you, the property owner or tenant, have regarding the safety, welfare and endangerment of anyone on your property.  Never leave a pool, even with just a few inches of water in it, unattended or, in the alternative, uncovered.  Drowning can still occur.

Dr Gary Smith, a pediatric emergency physician at Children=s Hospital in Columbus, Ohio says, AKids don=t splash around or make a lot of noise when they are drowning.  Toddlers, who have a natural curiosity and lack of fear, are at the greatest risk.@
NO PERMIT DOES NOT MEAN NO RESPONSIBILITY!!
The second area of importance is FENCING.  Monaghan Township Zoning Ordinance Section 301.2 says AAll swimming pools shall be completely enclosed by a minimum four (4) foot high fence or wall with a self-closing and lockable gate; however, this does not apply to above-ground pools having a wall measuring four (4) feet in height and having a retractable ladder.  Such fence or wall shall be erected before any pool is filled with water.@  (emphasis added)  This requirement meets the mandates of PA state law.  In accordance with common sense and the Uniform Construction
Code, the fence must be of a design and style so as to prohibit the accessibility of persons through the fence structure.  (Split rail fences do not meet this description.)   The UCC establishes the standards for approved fencing and this will be addressed as part of the permit application review.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this information or these requirements, please contact me at the Township Office at 697-2132.  Dave Harris, Zoning Officer and Building Code Official
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TOWNSHIP WEB PAGE
www.monaghantownship.com 

We now have our own web site up and running.  We have information pertaining the zoning regulations, ordinances, tax information, refuse, recycling forms and other useful information.  There are also links to Monaghan Township Fire Company, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Northern School District and many others.  We have gathered information we hope will be of interest to everyone.  Please be sure to check out www.monaghantownship.com. 
__________________________________________

CAMPING

1. Buy a tent that is made of flame-retardant fabric.  If possible, purchase a tent with two exits or with a window large enough to escape through in an emergency. 

2. NEVER use candles or matches in or near a tent.

Be. Extra careful if using electricity in or near the tent.  3. Be sure any heat-producing equipment is kept away from the tent walls and anything inside the tent which may burn.

4. Build your fire downwind and far away fromthe tent.  Be sure the fire is completely extinguished before going to bed.

5. Every campsite should have a fire extinguisher or keep a bucket of water handy in case of ire.

6. If you must carry fuel for your camp stove or lanterns in your car, be sure to take it out as soon as you arrive at your campsite.  Be aware that flammable vapors may build up in your trunk.

__________________________________________

POWER MOWERS AND POWER TOOLS
1. Keep your equipment sharp and clean for best and safest performance; also remember to follow manufacturer=s directions for use and care.

2. Keep everyone a safe distance away from your work area.

3. Never smoke when using gasoline or other flammable liquids.

4. Fuel equipment outdoors; after fueling, move about ten feet from the fueling spot before starting the motor.  This will move you out of any vapors that may be present.

5. Allow the motor to cool down before refueling.

6. Always wipe up any spilled fuel.

7. Always store gasoline in approved safety containers in a well-ventilated area, not inside your living quarters.

8. Never use gasoline as a cleaning agent.

9. If you have a fire involving gasoline, it is best to get everyone out of the area and call the fire department

__________________________________________

               2005 Meeting Schedule    
                       Board of Supervisors

                Meet the 2nd Monday of each Month

                        Planning Commission

                 Meet the 4th Monday of each Month

                        Zoning Hearing Board

   Meet the 3rd Monday of each Month as necessary                         All meetings start at 7:00 p.m.
Additional meetings may be scheduled at the call of the Chair of the respective Boards or Commissions.  Residents should watch for advertisements in the Legal section of the Patriot News, or Dillsburg Banner or check the outdoor Bulletin Board located at the Township Office.
__________________________________________

MONAGHAN TOWNSHIP VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2005

Fire Chief - Andrew Gibb                         

www.monaghantwpfireco.8m.com
July 15/16           Festival

Fri/Sat                Fri/5:30 PM/ Sat 4:00

September 24/25 Gun Show

October 2            Hog Maw Dinner

Sun                      11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

November 6        Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner

Sun                      11:00 AM - 2:00 

December 4         Roast Beef Dinner

Sun                       11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

December 17        Santa @ the Firehouse

BINGO every Tuesday night at 6:45 p.m. except for special occasions. 

The Fire Hall is available for your banquets, parties and events.  Call 697-8012 for rental information and reservations.
PROTECT YOURSELF FROM ACON ARTISTS=      

Don=t let yourself be Aconned@.   Unfortunately there are people out there whose only goal in life is to trick unsuspecting people out of their hard-earned money.  Don=t let this happen to you.  Here are some things to watch out for to keep you an your money safe. 

NEVER reveal any part of your credit card number, social security number, or bank account number to ANY CALLER for ANY REASON.

If you receive a post card or letter marked AOfficial Notification@, or AFinal Notice@, or A48 Hour Notice@, informing you that you are a contest winner buy you must call a 1-800 number to receive a AFree@ gift! Be careful.  That gift may cost you money in the end. 

If a high pressure sales person offers you a product at reduced prices, or special deals, or no-risk yield investments!  Don=t spend any money until you check out the company.

If any offer promises-if you send a contribution-they will fight for you to make sure you keep receiving your Social Security check or Medicare Insurance, BEWARE of a con. 
Beware of anyone posing as a government or company official asking you to help to Acatch a criminal@.   It is a trick.  Call the police.

If you are notified that you are a winner in a contest, but you need to send money to cover tax and handling fee: save your money.  The value of the APrize@ may not match what you have to pay.

NEVER admit a stranger into your home no matter how insistent they are, check them out first, even call the police.

NEVER hire anyone to build or repair anything for you until you check them out.  Ask for references to check the quality of their work.

When calling a 1-900 number-remember the call will COST YOU from $.95 to $4.25 a minutes, or sometimes a flat $30.00 fee, and the charge will appear on your next telephone bill.

NEVER pay for anything you didn=t order, regardless of what yo are told.

Don=t tell anyone you live alone, NEVER talk about money to a stranger, and NEVER keep or hide large amounts of money in your home.  A robber can ALWAYS find it.

Don=t believe anyone who tells you they can get you a refund from a previous consumer trap.  This new angle is just the latest con game.

If you feel you have been a victim of fraud, contact the  local Pennsylvania Attorney General=s Office of Consumer Protection, 919 State Street, Erie, PA - call 871-4371 or 1-800-441-2555 for free confidential  assistance.   
__________________________________________

CAMP REIMBURSEMENT
If you have a child attending the Dillsburg Elementary School Summer Playground Program and are a resident of Monaghan Township you may be eligible for a reimbursement.  Call the Monaghan Township Office for all the details.
__________________________________________

VACATION SECURITY CHECKS
If you are going on vacation and would like to have

the Carroll Township Bureau of Police check on your property call the Monaghan Township office for a form.  There is no charge for this service and it can make your vacation more enjoyable knowing someone is checking.

__________________________________________

COOKING OUTDOORS
Never use gasoline to start your grill.

Never add lighter fluid to hot coals.

Never let children use the grill without adult supervision.

Never use gas fired or charcoal grills in an enclosed area.  Carbon monoxide will build up.

Never store lighter fluid or LPG cylinders inside any part of your home, including decks or porches.

After cooking, soak coals in water. 

Monaghan Township Office, 202 S. York Road, Dillsburg, Pa. 17019 

Open 10AM until 5 PM   e-mail: monaghantownship@adelphia.net
(717)697-2132 FAX   (717) 795-0604

Board of Supervisors: 
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Edward Hartman, Vice-Chairman

Linden Shoffner, Supervisor

Planning Commission

           John Whitehouse, Chairman

Harold R. Coover
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Chris Hoover

Zoning Hearing Board

Patricia Devlin

G. Thomas Miller

Brad Bock

MONAGHAN TOWNSHIP

202 S. YORK ROAD

DILLSBURG, PA 17019  

Emergency Management Coordinator Sandra Zettle

Administration

Linda Altland, Secretary/Treasurer

David Harris, Zoning, BCO Officer

Jody Pratt, Administrative Assistant

Tax Collector Charles Douglas Hoffman

Auditors  William Billett, C. L. Sterner

Road/Highway Department 

Road Foreman Steven Wirfel

Road Crew  Gary Zook, Robert Romito 

Police Chief

John Francis, Carroll Township Police Dept.
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Brian McFeaters, S.E.O. Light-Heigel 
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Dave Lenox, Esq. The Wiley Group

Township Engineer

 Greg Rogalski, Pennoni Asso.
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