MINUTES
MONAGHAN TOWNSHIP 

ZONING HEARING BOARD

October 15, 2007
Call to Order at 7:01 PM by G Thomas Miller, Chairman. 

Present were:  Zoning Hearing Board Members G Thomas Miller, Brad Bock and Patricia Devlin.  Also present were Solicitor William Baughman, Zoning Officer David R Harris and Stenographer Cindy Love.  

Parties present: Applicant Connie Beidel, Applicant Kurt Krusen(s representative Allyn Clay.  The following parties entered their appearance for the record: Barb Mumma, Marlin & Joan Ditmer, Susan Pannebaker, Cindy Bunner and Al Padilla.

Roll call was taken.

The minutes of the meeting, held on April 16, 2007  was approved as presented.  Motion Bock / second Devlin to accept Miller(s representation that the minutes were correct.  Approved 3 - 0.  The minutes of the previous meeting, held on May 21, 2007 were approved as presented.  Motion Bock / second Miller.  Approved 2 - 0 with one abstention.

There was no Old Business on the agenda.

New Business:
Case # 07-03 SE/V, Connie Beidel.

At 7:08 PM Chairman Miller opened the hearing.  He then administered the oath to the parties intending to testify at this  hearing.

Zoning Officer Harris presented the case to the Board citing the completion of the application and proof of publication for the hearing as well as the identification of the subject property at 147 Big Oak Road.  He explained the reasons for the request for a Special Exception and a Variance; specifically that the permission was being sought to conduct the Kennel in the Conservation Zone.  Harris further stated that the Township did not object to the granting of the Special Exception and found the request for the Variance to be supportable and presented his reasoning for that determination.

The Board and Solicitor then discussed whether this was the proper request or is there another 

Zoning  Hearing Board Minutes - October 15 - page two
way to address the matter.  After this discussion and consultation with the Solicitor, the Board advised that it would be more appropriate to address thee application as a request for Special Exception to operate a Rural Occupation and withdraw the request for Variance.

The applicant accepted the advice of the Board and consented to the suggested action.

Applicant Connie Beidel then presented her case requesting the Special Exception.  She provided that she is able to, and will, conduct this activity under the guidelines of the Rural Occupation as identified in the Twp Zoning Ordinance..

The Board then conducted a question and answer session with the applicant regarding the specifics of the business proposed. 

Susan Pannebaker, a neighbor to the applicant spoke positively regarding the requested action.

There was no further testimony presented to the Board.  Zoning Officer Harris then reiterated the position of the Township to the Board that it is not in opposition to the granting of the Special Exception.  Harris then read into the record a correspondence from project neighbor Vernon Sealover in opposition to the request.

Chairman Miller then allowed, for any other persons present, an opportunity to comment. Resident Barbara Mumma then made a general comment regarding Zoning in general.

At this time, 7:56 PM, Chairman Miller closed the Hearing and the Board conducted a discussion among themselves regarding the requested Special Exception.  He then opined that he believed that the Board was ready to make a decision.  Member Devlin moved and member Bock seconded to approve the applicant(s request for a Special Exception as a Rural Occupation. The motion was passed on a vote of 3-0.  The Solicitor then informed the applicant as to the process and timeline which will occur before the approval is final.

A brief 

The meeting was reconvened at 8:04 PM.  Chairman Miller opined that he believed that the Board was ready to make a decision.  Member Bock moved and Chairman Miller seconded to approve the applicant(s request for a Variance with the conditions that the applicants will address the Board(s concerns regarding traffic control, personal comfort, hours of operation and noise concerns .  The motion was passed on a vote of 2-0. 

The Solicitor advised the applicant as to the procedure to be undertaken regarding the written decision to be rendered in the matter.  The matter was closed at 8:11 PM

Case # 07-04 SE, Kurt Krusen.

At 

Zoning Officer Harris discussed with the Board the proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance.  There being no further matters for determination before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:24 PM by Chairman Miller.

Respectfully Submitted,

David R Harris

Zoning Officer

