MINUTES
MONAGHAN TOWNSHIP 

ZONING HEARING BOARD

June 19, 2006
Call to Order at 7:01 PM by G Thomas Miller, Chairman. 

Present were:  Zoning Hearing Board Members G Thomas Miller, and Brad Bock.  Also present were Solicitor William Baughman, Zoning Officer David R Harris and Stenographer Cindy Hoffman.  

Parties present: Applicants Karen and Dan Paulus.  The following parties entered their appearance for the record: Jan & Gloria Haas and William Billett.

Roll call was taken.

The minutes of the previous meetings, held on March 20 and April 17, 2006, were approved as presented.  Motion Bock / second Miller.  Approved 2 - 0.

There was no Old Business on the agenda.

New Business:
Case # 06-06 SE/V, Karen & Daniel Paulis.

At 7:05 PM Chairman Miller opened the hearing.  He then administered the oath to the parties intending to testify at this  hearing.

Zoning Officer Harris presented the case to the Board citing the completion of the application and proof of publication for the hearing as well as the identification of the subject property at 522 E Mt Airy Road.  He then explained the specifics of the request for a Special Exception and a Variance; specifically that the applicant wishes to develop a seasonal( amusement attraction and is requesting a Variance to permit such activity without the need for a new application.  Harris further stated that the Township did not object to the granting of the Special Exception and found the request for the Variance to be supportable and presented his reasoning for that determination.

Applicant Karen Paulus then presented her case requesting the Special Exception.  The applicant wishes to operate a (corn maze( Property is an orchard, but due to the (plum pox virus quarantine area( they have available area to provide this alternative.

Chairman Miller and Solicitor Baughman discussed the specific applications and whether the need for a Variance and/or a Special Exception is appropriate in this circumstance.  The Solicitor inquired as to the reasoning for the requested Special Exception.
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The Board then conducted a question and answer session with the applicants regarding the specifics of the business proposed.  The applicant opined that the requested Variance would not alter the essential character of the neighborhood. 

Jan Haas, a neighbor whose property abuts the northern portion of the Paulus property spoke positively regarding the requested action.

There was no further testimony presented to the Board.  Zoning Officer Harris then reiterated the position of the Township to the Board that it is not in opposition to the granting of the Variance.

Solicitor Baughman suggested that the Board may wish to grant the requested Variance with specific conditions regarding the hours of operation, traffic control and personal comfort requirements.  The Board, after immediately brief discussion, accepted the Solicitor(s recommendation and offered the applicants an opportunity to amend their application by withdrawing the request for a Special Exception.

This proposal was verbally accepted by the applicants.

At this time, 7:47 PM, Chairman Miller closed the Hearing and recessed the proceedings for an Executive Session so that the Board could be appropriately advised by the Solicitor as to how to apply the Zoning Ordinance in this circumstance.

The meeting was reconvened at 8:04 PM.  Chairman Miller opined that he believed that the Board was ready to make a decision.  Member Bock moved and Chairman Miller seconded to approve the applicant(s request for a Variance with the conditions that the applicants will address the Board(s concerns regarding traffic control, personal comfort, hours of operation and noise concerns .  The motion was passed on a vote of 2-0. 

The Solicitor advised the applicant as to the procedure to be undertaken regarding the written decision to be rendered in the matter.  The matter was closed at 8:11 PM

Zoning Officer Harris discussed with the Board the proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance.  There being no further matters for determination before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:24 PM by Chairman Miller.

Respectfully Submitted,

David R Harris

Zoning Officer

